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f,.                                     Dedication to a book upon short hand1, and he professed
!   ',                                  to write as fast as a man could speak.    In order to try him,
I took down a book, and read while he wrote; and  I fa-,                                       voured him, for I read more deliberately than usual.    I had
*   .'                                   proceeded but a very little way, when he begged I would "    ,                              desist, for he could not follow me2.'    Hearing now for the
t   *                                   first time of this Preface or Dedication, I said, 'What an
t    •   a                                 expense, Sir, do you put us to in buying books, to which
i       „                                   you have written Prefaces or Dedications.'   JOHNSON. ' Why
^'                                   I have dedicated to the Royal family all round; that is to
[                                      say, to the last generation of the Royal family3.'    GOLD-
j       '                                   SMITH.  'And perhaps, Sir, not one sentence of wit  in a
i1                                      whole  Dedication.'    JOHNSON.   ' Perhaps not, Sir.'     Bos-
t   '                                   WELL. ' What then is the reason for applying to a partic-
1                                       ular person to do that which any one may do as well?'
1                                       JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, one man has greater readiness at do-
l.  .                                   ing it than another.'
<   "                                       I spoke of Mr. Harris4, of  Salisbury, as  being a very
1  Stenography,\yy John Angell, 1758.
2  St&post, April 10, 1778.                                     3 See ante, ii. 2.
4 James Harris, father of the first Earl of Malmesbury, born in 1709, died 1780. Two years later Boswell wrote to Temple: ' I am invited to a dinner at Mr. Cambridge's (for the dinner, set post, April 18, 1775), where are to be Reynolds, Johnson, and Hermes Harris. " Do you think so?" said he. "Most certainly, said I" Do you remember how
i                                     '      I used to laugh at his style when we were in the Temple ?   He thinks
himself an ancient Greek from these little peculiarities, as the imitators of Shakspeare, whom the Spectator mentions, thought they had done wonderfully when they had produced a line similar:—
j   .                                                "And so, good morrow to ye, good Master Lieutenant."'
Letters of Boswell, p. 187.    It is not in The Spectator, but in Martinus
i    *                                        Scriblerus, ch. ix. (Swift's Works, 1803, xxiii. 53), that the imitators of
,  .                                         Shakspeare are ridiculed,   Harris got his name of Hermes from his
Hermes, or a Philosophical Inquiry concerning Universal Grammar, Cradock {Memoirs, i. 208) says that,' A gentleman applied to his friend
*   ,                                         to lend him some amusing book, and he recommended Harris's Her-
mes,   On returning it, the other asked how he had been entertained.
|                         '                    " Not much," he replied; " he thought that all these imitations of Tris-
1,       ,                                     tram Shandy fell far short of the original." '    See post, April 7, 1778,
t                                    and Boswell's Hebrides, Nov. 3, 1773.
]                      .                                                                                                           learned               approve, but surely can never admire.    It has no harmony, no elo-
